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The 12 Virtues of a Good Teacher - Humility 

 "Humility . . . directly opposes pride, which gives us an unjustly exalted 
notion of our own excellence." 

 
 “A good teacher will be humble in mind, knowing full well his own         

insufficiencies; he will be humble in heart, loving his lowliness; he will be 
humble in action, behaving humbly in all he does.” 

 
 “Humility is accompanied by modesty.  Thus a teacher who  possesses this 

virtue considers himself highly honored to labor for the salvation of souls, 
following the example of Jesus Christ.” 

 
 "Humility excludes all vainglory [ego] as a motive of acting." 
 
 “Humility eliminates jealousy.  A humble Brother, far from feeling chagrin 

over the achievements and successes enjoyed by others in the same type 
of work, on the contrary, will be pleased to see that they equal and even 
surpass him; that they succeed better than he does in teaching.” 

 
 “The humility of a good teacher makes him courageous.  He does not turn 

away from whatever may be lowly and uninviting in the schools and in the 
students.  He welcomes them with kindness and mildness. . . . Still, he 
does not forget that he must always repress whatever might weaken his 
authority and give rise to disorder, insolence, lack of application, or      
other forms of misconduct on the part of the students.” 

 
 “The humility of a good teacher makes him charitable, affable, obliging, 

and easy to approach, especially by the poor and those whom he might 
find less interesting to deal with.  Never does he assume an arrogant,    
disdainful, or scornful attitude when addressing the students.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The 12 Virtues Series 

A Question:  
 
How do you strive to be approachable to students, 
 to teachers, to parents?  

Information collected from around the globe.  

Thanks to all contributors past and present! 
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For Reflection 
   

What statement speaks especially to you and your educational responsibilities? 
 

What does this virtue look like in action?   
 

How does one exercise humility towards oneself? 
 

How do you know when your humility is effective? 
 

How do you know when your humility is ineffective? 
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